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Making a
(environmental impact)
statement:

the new MARC

ARG is the acrerym for Macabesier's new Athledic

aind Aecreaticn Center, ond MARC B & mark
of the times. Expected Eo be completed in fall
2004, the 545 milon tacility inchudes ervironmental design
teatures both abvious ard subdle.
Ahdetic Dirsctor Travls Feezell says anchitects designed a
Blgger bt still environmisntally smarl space hat will cut
down on ensdgy cosls. Many akhbelie and recrpation Taelitlas

ang linear bulidings with long hallways that suck up beat ard
alr conditioning, but the architects for Macalester crunched
the original bwepring bo redece wasted hallway space.
MARC' Fleld Howss will Be on (ke second flodr, abave atker
rooms, cifices and the Mress comler. “Soddenly, IS an
Incredibly effichent apnce,” Festall sald,

Laura Blau’76:

Creating a 21st century home in 19th century Philadelphia

[ aura Blau"s name mexng blse, She lives in a an
heouze, Bt its clear shes green. BElau and her hushand,
Paul A, Tl'mmpmn. remaodeled their 19 century
F'h'l|:|d=|.'i:l1ia mwhum-:. which won a 2008 Comman-
wealth Awvard for sustainable dezign from a

= Pumqtl:nniarjti:-:nsgmup.

When Blan beeame an archireer in 1995, sustain-
ability was barely on the horizon, She and her
husband scarved cheir own frm, BluPadh Design, in
2003, They are among the vanguard of architects and
builders who are LEED-accredived, meaning they've
met the mough nanonal standards for Leadershap in
En-:rg.' and Environmental D-e:iEn. -ﬂwzlupe‘r.‘l.h}' the
LS. Green Euini:nE Couneil, Blau FI'Ed.iI:H the LEED
trend will blaam, 22 more cammunities 2ee the need
ti suistain the environment

As an art major, Blan says college taught her 1o
think crearively about the commion good. " Whar
Macalester always had was a sense of civic responsibil-
iry. Wou're pur on chis cardh o serve sociens”

She hopes her own home rencvarion helps sends a
message. " We wang oo say, you can be green and be
bessciful. Green is ot just something chat you do out

MACALESTER TODAY

in the country and off the grid. Ir's urban and irs
renovation.” The Blau-Thompson home had been 2
luncheonewe with owo apartments above it in
Philzdelphis’s Iralian Marker, After a year-long reno-
watian, the i:;:lupEe and rheirﬁ-].!ur-ﬁ]ﬂ zon lve 10 2
modarn rowhougs Fea.ru.ring solar collectars, Aber
ﬂplk IJIE]'I.TI il'ld. 2 mf m:.d.:' I'J; l".lhh!!' - %ﬂt il.'l:i'l;‘
rects build for themselves, they're often wying out
some things.” She admits its sometimes hard 1o con-
vinee clicnes to pay more for cadiane Aoors and solar
collectars char save money in five 1o cight years. “Even
peaple with good intentions starc backing our when
rhey see the inirial costs,”

Blau alresdy reaps benefis from her green home.
Si.m]}]:.r m-.'l.ﬁng the roaf white rather chan the
srandard hlzck has meant a 20 percent sll."mE: in
air md.il:i:-nlling_. From the white roaf ta the cateh
S5 that sends rarnwvwater o the back prrj:n,
the is finding ways 1o build a greener world. "It

“When arohitects balld for themsalves,
they're often trylng cut some things." says
Lawras Blau "TE. She anad kar hushand
Paul A. Thompeon, plctured with thelr son
Mandar Van Dus, won an awanrd for sustainabla
design for the remodaling of thelr
19th cantiery Philadelphia rowhomae,

Ingtead of & windowless Fleld House needing bankcs of
alectric Bghts, MARC should hiove enough natwrad daylight so
athbedes will b abhe 1o exercise withoud fipping a switch.
Zone lights and dimmer switches will adjust the Fisld House
lightimg as needed.

TUDEMTS wha are part of MacCares (the Macalailes
Conservation and Renewalbile Energy Sociely) bobbied

the college to build green, Timathy Den Herder-Thomas "0
[Feraey Cily, MoJ).) sald MacCares students got invaled sy
“Wa did by B0 paish for groand seurcs haating [ie Be installed
ursdar Shaw Fladd|” e sms, Althowgh thad didn't happen,
tha studenls also focused on daylighting., which & koey to the
new Buliding,

Thi sludenls” grocn ooncerns condribeted bo the whobe
profect, Den Herder-Thomas and other students are still

just seemns unethical o sy you're green and not build
green when you're building your own home.”

She and her husband are a poster couple for
sustainability. Pictured on the original Philly Car Share

brvodwed in the process. This seameesdor, & sdudan
comamfites will lock a1 Moocing, Sotintars ard othad
Interdor design doclsbana,

MARC will also Be groamer in leas viaible ways, with
thicher Bviulation ond waled-aaving inchaolegy. Even Macs
e Field Hediis wan't g b6 wWasle. Rathas thsn bulldezs
the ald sne &nd Rmal i G lendllliy, 1 eollege hired a
Fagars, Minm,, Hirm o deconsireet the bullding. The fem
asfimates thal about 96 percent of the obd Fleld House will
B0 roused of recycled. Seme of the old beams and struc-
furnd ceduming will end up as a harse barn in Montioello.
Ewen the obd concrete feundation will be recycled as base
maberials far new roads.

‘When construction |s completed next year, one

of the coflege’s most hemdly wsed spaces will be blgger,
lighter and groensr. — Kals Havellt ‘85

Web gice {wwwphillycarshare.org),
they were the first oo sign up for
a communicy-based shared-car
program, Mow, Blau is
focusing on food, working
with athers in Phaladedphia
1o get bocal produce into
paorer neighborhoods. Blau
eoneedes that eating green means
spending more for groceries, bur she tries vo Joeep the
big picoare in mind, "Since [ ride my bike, [ spend
bess on pas, We're spending less altogether.” Blau
suggests people focus on one area such as transpor-
wation, howsing or ford, “Every year we wry to rake on
ong thing, If you try 1o ke it all ar once, ic's
overwhelming.” #

‘Green is not just something

that you do out in the country and off the grid.

It's urban and it's renovation.’
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