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he work of BluPath Design, Inc. is a natural harmony of environmental sensibility and modern

architectural aesthetics. Husband-and-wife partners, Laura A. Blau and Paul A. Thompson, began
BluPath Design in 2003 after gaining professional experience and earning design accolades at other
nationally recognized firms. The two emphasize a modern design approach with clean, elegant simplicity.
They use natural materials, rich textures, warm colors, and daylight to make spaces feel grander and
brighter. BluPath has tricks to enhance small rooms, like using over-scale doorways or wide windows to
bring in natural light and create dramatic views between rooms and to the outdoors. A connection to the

environment permeates the firm's approach to modern design.

The most important aspect of BluPath's design philosophy is sustainability. The firm encourages its clients

to understand that good design is environmentally responsible design. Blau and Thompson integrate

Above: Exposed rafters and wood ceiling pick up the clerestory light, and the new window wall frames views to
the landscape.
Photograph by Barry Halkin Architectural Photography

Left: Raising the roof with clerestory windows and a new rear wall connects the living room and master bath to the
majestic boulder and rock garden in this Connecticut summer home.
Photograph by Barry Halkin Architectural Photography




architectural design principles with the engineering technology of solar collectors, rainwater catch systems,
and radiant-heat flooring to create energy-efficient, high-performance spaces that also look beautiful.
Warm woods, natural slate, aluminum, and stainless steel are popular material choices for durability and
aesthetics. Clients appreciate this forward-thinking mentality, understanding that designing sustainable

features today means both energy and maintenance cost savings and comfort in the future.

Emphasizing the value of good design for the long-term, BluPath works with clients to fully

consider how their needs might change with time. This allows BluPath to design maximum
flexibility into spaces that may change use in the future. Living in a BluPath house becomes an

enduring pleasure.

Above: This custom upholstered ‘napping and snacking’ sofa features walnut cabinetry, copper details and
stainless steel legs.
Photograph by Barry Halkin Architectural Photography

Right: This master bath is illuminated by custom light sconces integrated with the mirrors, and frosted glass
doors share light from the large corner windows. The slate shower has a wood pallet floor and skylight.
Photograph by Barry Halkin Architectural Photography

Facing Page Left: A custom chandelier illuminates the natural palette- walnut, blue granite, slate and
cherry- in this urban rowhouse. French doors open to a garden. Radiant flooring is supplemented by hot
water solar collectors.

Photograph by Barry Halkin Architectural Photography

Facing Page Right: The second floor family room has built-in aluminum bookshelves and cherry floors. Large
corner windows and glass block wall bring natural light to the reading corner and the bathroom.
Photograph by Barry Halkin Architectural Photography
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As LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) accredited
members of the US Green Building Council, Blau and Thompson
are part of a network of professionals working to promote healthy
living through environmentally responsible design and construction.
Blau’s first career was as an award-winning fine artist. She then spent
eight years as the principal of a design-build firm, gaining a keen
understanding of construction processes and cost-effective building
techniques. Thompson brings technical proficiency from an engineering
background combined with a fine aesthetic sense. BluPath uses this
broad-based expertise to create its inventive, holistic design approach,

tailored to meet each client’s individual needs.

Blau and Thompson practice what they preach. They have incorporated
sustainable principles—solarcollectors, radiantflooring, natural andlocal
building materials — into their own home in a Philadelphia rowhouse.
The sensitive sustainability project was recognized by 10,000 Friends
of Pennsylvania with a 2006 Commonwealth Design Award for Design
Excellence and Responsible Development. Blau says, “It gave us the
chance to be the clients. We developed the beautiful Dream Home our

budget allowed — which is what we aim to give each of our clients.”

Top Left: This sun-filled breakfast room in a weekend mountain cottage features cherry
cabinets and a wide-plank pine floor.
Photograph by Carol Bates/Bates Photography Inc.

Bottom Left: A bi-level roof deck has a sheltered sitting area, an extensive container garden
and great views of Center City Philadelphia. The upper deck is lined with built-in benches
and planters.

Photograph by Carol Bates/Bates Photography Inc.

Facing Page Top: Spectacular views are captured by a surround of full height windows in this
mountain top summerhome in upstate New York.
Photograph by Carol Bates/Bates Photography Inc.

Facing Page Bottom: Oak bookshelves separate the study from a guest bath and entryway. The
spiral stair leads to the sleeping and viewing loft.
Photograph by Carol Bates/Bates Photography Inc.




Above: Major renovations transformed this apartment overlooking an urban square into a refuge for a substantial art collection. The
opening leads to a library with a fine rare book collection.
Photograph by Tom Bernard

Facing Page Top: This updated suburban project expands the kitchen and opens it to the family room, encouraging family and friends to
play, eat and cook together.
Photograph by Barry Halkin Architectural Photography

Facing Page Bottom Left: Floor to ceiling cabinets integrates kitchen storage with a family mail center.
Photograph by Barry Halkin Architectural Photography

Facing Page Bottom Right:Glass tile, granite counters and custom anigre wood cabinets set off the commercial appliances.
Photograph by Barry Halkin Architectural Photography

What is the best part of being an architect?
The breadth of people we encounter, from laborers and craftsmen to art collectors and

university presidents, those who make what we design and those who use and live in it.

What separates you from your competition?

We design from a framework of sustainable principles and a creative arts background.

What is the most unique/impressive/beautiful home you’ve seen? Why?

Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater — for its audacity and genius, connection with nature,
and use of new technologies and natural materials. For his similar spirit we admire the
work of Australian architect, Glenn Murcutt, though we've only seen his work

in photographs.

What is the single thing you would do to bring a dull house to life?

Open it up to light or a view, both to the outside and between rooms.

What one element of style or philosophy have you stuck with for
years that still works for you today?
To rely on the phenomenal or sensual experiences (light, space, texture and color) as a

vehicle to convey meaning.

Who has had the biggest influence on your career?
LAB—Louis Kahn, Wesley Wei, architecture professors, former employers

PAT—Louis Kahn, WG Clark, architecture professors, former employers
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